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Module Aims

To enable students to utilise previous learning to assist in the completion with guidance and
supervision, an extended piece of critical independent study into area of social work/welfare.
This will facilitate the development of ideas, understanding and in-depth, critical thinking
within a chosen area of interest.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills
KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills
KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills
KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy
KS5 Information management skills

KS6 Research skills

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills

KS8 Career management skills

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

KS10 Numeracy

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
1 Critically consider key aspects of social work practice and KSS KS6

how these impact on individuals and communities KS9
KS1 KS3

Conduct and record a literature review that comments on

2 | particular aspects of current research and advanced KS4 KS5
scholarship in the discipline.

KS6
3 Synthesise information by deploying accurately established KS2 KS6
techniques of analysis and inquiry. KS10
Approach the process of knowledge pursuit with an
4 | awareness of the partial and incomplete nature of knowledge | KS7 KS9

production.
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Produce an extended investigation into a key aspect of their KS9 KS7
5 | chose field of study, including a critical evaluation of

argument, assumptions and concepts. KS5 KS6
Have a good awareness of reflexivity and the role that the KS3 KS9
6 | individual’s values and assumptions play in the production of KSE

knowledge, and the impact this may have on others.

Transferable/key skills and other attributes

o Critical skills of analysis and evaluation;
¢ Data analysis;
e The production of a structured report.

Derogations

Two attempts only at the assessment.

This module must be passed at least 40% and above

Assessment:

Assessment 1 - Dissertation on chosen area of investigation, as identified in the final
assignment of Research for Social Work Practice module (Level 5)

Assessment | €aming Weighting | Duration Word -count.

number Outcomesto | Type of assessment (%) _ (or equivalent if
be met (if exam) appropriate)

1 é’ 2,3, 45 | pissertation 100% 7,000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

A range of teaching and learning strategies will be utilised in this module but following initial
classroom based teaching, it will primarily involve independent research activities to prepare
and develop the skills of research and conducting an in-depth inquiry. These will be
supported by on-going tutorials/seminars with an allocated supervisor.
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Syllabus outline:

Semester 1:

¢ Developing an understanding of the identified topic worthy of investigation through the
critical investigation of issues and dilemmas in social work;

e From research topic to research question: what is it | want to find an answer to and
how will | gather and present my evidence?

e Developing a critical understanding of existing evidence in the student’s chosen topic
through the process of conducting a thorough and extensive literature review.;

e Putting the dissertation together: how to structure the dissertation effectively and keep
the research question focused throughout.

¢ The importance of reflexivity — the role of the researcher in the production of
knowledge.

Semester 2:

¢ Ongoing supervisory support in construction of dissertation and production of final
submission. Students are enabled to develop their own particular critical
understanding of a highly contextualised element of social work. Dissertations are
likely to have a practice/methods policy, or theory orientation, but all will have to
actively consider social work practice within anti-oppressive and Welsh contexts.
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